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All dressed up with no place fo go

The path to college +or Aftican-American and Latino males from Nordh Philly

by Dontae Brabhaw, Steven Butler, Robert Denson,
Livingston Edwards, Khryi Henry, Marcus Jones,
Anthony Linton, Michael Magobet, and Andrew Rivera

InPhiladelphia, more than 40 percent of African-American students and 50
percent of Latino students don't graduate from high school within six years.

We believe that after graduating from high school, African Ameri-
can and Latino males from North Philadelphia have a greater chance of
making it to a jail cell then making it to college. As College Ambassa-
dors for the First Person Documentary Project, we are a group of African
American and Latino males working to learn about the challenges we
face on the path to higher education.

The village

We believe that it takes more than one resource and more than one
support to have good college preparation. To make it to college, we
need our“village”to direct us on a positive path.

Our village first consists of our community — our neighborhoods,
programs inside the neighborhood, and our old heads (what we call men-
tors). Some of the obstacles that we as Black and Latino males face in our
community include drugs, alcohol, violence, disease, and peer pressure.

Right now we are struggling in our communities because of the ob-
stacles placed in front of us every day. In zip code 19134, where several
of us live, 178 youth under age 17 were arrested for drugs in 2004, and
there were 41 gunshot victims between ages two and 24.

Drugs and violence everywhere force us to make choices between
school and our personal safety. They scare away individuals and pro-
grams who might support us. They also make people stereotype and
stigmatize us. All of this makes us lose hope and faith, which limits our
chances of enrollinain colleae. ¢

Another part of our village is school. Some of the obstacles we face in
our schools in North Philadelphia are the few rigorous academic programs,
the lack of tutoring, the shortage of college-related information, and the
lack of commitment to help our brothers make it on our path to college.

Family is another part of our village. We expect our family to be
there to provide us with encouragement and motivation on our path
to college, and we look for their support if we have a financial prob-
lem. Butin North Philly, 65 percent of Black youth live in single-parent
homes, and 68 percent of Black families live under the poverty line.

Our peers and friends are another part of our village. Too many
of our friends are smoking, drinking, selling drugs, or imprisoned. We
have friends who have a positive outlook and who encourage us on our
journey to college, but we need more.

Our research process

As a group, we went from debating opinions to gathering facts based
on our opinions. We gathered information from research reports and com-
pared neighborhoods based
on statistical data.

Through this process, we
identified five key factors
that impact college readi-
ness. We then compiled a
survey based on these fac-
tors and gave it out to 232
people ages 16-25 at Temple University, Community College of Philadel-
phia, University of Pennsylvania, and Benjamin Franklin High School.
What we necd from our village

We believe that foran African American or Latino male from North Phila-
delphiato getinto college, our village must provide us with five supports.

First, we need educational and academic supports that prepare
us for college, career, and social success — qualified teachers, challenging
dlasses, SAT/ACT preparation, and high expectations.
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Few schools in our area offer these supports. For example, over 90
percent of the 11th graders at FitzSimons High School and over 83 per-
cent of 11th graders at Vaux scored Below Basic on their PSSAs. A lot of
schools in North Philadelphia are not preparing students for the PSSAs
—orfor college.

we al¢
to help keep us out of trouble, but not enough people who think lt’s im-
portant for us to go to college. In zip code 19132, for example, only 4.2
percent of adults have bachelor’s degrees. We feel like we are struggling
on our own but aren't getting anywhere After awhile, we lose hope.

Third, we need comp d prog Too many
organizations and programs are incompetent when it comes to preparing
students academically and culturally for college. Too many of us have to
travel outside of our village to find extra-curricularactivities that colleges are
looking for. As a result, we are not able to compete with other students.

Fourth, we need finandial assistance. Because so many of us
live in low-income neighborhoods and families, those who support us
struggle to pay bills, let alone save money. It can be hard for adults in
our village to find jobs — so many of them have been locked up, and no
one will hire them for a good job. We need grants, loans, scholarships,
and good financial advice.

Finally, we need neighborhood leadership. We are worried about
things we should not have to worry about — like being beat up, robbed,
shot, killed, using and selling drugs, and how we are going to get money.
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The North Philly College Ambassadors graded their village in providing college supports.

leaders should be ridding our neighborhoods of these problems.

Grading our village

Black and Latino males want to go to college, but too many people
don'texpect us to go. We need our village to help us.

As College Ambassadors, we believe that youth have a voice and the
right to evaluate those who are supposed to be providing us with these
supports. We have created a report card for our North Philadelphia Village
(see box). We also worked with the WHYY Learning Lab to create a short
video explaining the report card.

Overall, we gave North Philadelphia a C- for its ability to provide Afri-
can-American and Latino males with the supports we need to go to college.
There are some strong parts of our village, but we need more competent
organizations that provide SAT/ACT prep and cultural exposure, more quali-
fied teachers, more challenging dasses, and more support to do better than
juststaying off the streets.

The authors are the initial group of First Person College Ambassadors.
Thegroup includes one high school graduate, seven rising seniors, and one
1ising junior. Hired by the First Person Documentary Project to evaluate
the post-secondary support system available to African-American and La-
tino males in their communities, these young men will be developing their
advocacy efforts over the 2007-08 school year.

First Person is working to expand the project into other communities. For
information, visit www.firstpersondocumentary.org/college-ambassadors.

These worries make us lose hope and lose focus on school. Neighborhood
leaders like block captains, rec center and PAL center staff, and religious

Eric K. Grimes (SEED Concepts) and Benjamin Herold (First Person Documentary
Project) lead the College. Project and i to this article.
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“Philly Plays Scrabble Month”

Contact ASAP for Scrabble locations and
times or to start other activities in your school.

ASAP supplies materials and training
215-545-3077 or penglish@phillyasap.org

Fall Session After School Lessons begins September 4, 2007
Open Tues. Wed, Thurs. from 3:30pm - 7:30pm Saturdays 9am-2pm.
Piano, Keyboard Lab, Guitar, Voice, Woodwinds, Violin, Music Theory, and Percussion.
Finale and Cake Walk available.
Registration fee: $15.00 Classes: $18 1/2 hr.; $36 hr.; Senior rates.
Ages 5 yrs. and up. Private and group lessons.

Georgia E. Gregory Interdenominational School Of Music

Vest Allegheny Avenue

)-0452 (Fax) ® gegisom@aol.com
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